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Chapter 3   Summary of Principal Policies

Infrastructure facilities more than 50 years old

*() indicates numbers of bridges and tunnels, excluding those where year of construction is unknown

※ Facilities diagnosed in judgment categories III or IV in the �rst round of inspections from 
FY2014 to FY2018 (facilities newly diagnosed as judgment category III or IV in or after the 
second round of inspections are not included)
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Judgment category IV 
(urgent measures should 
be taken)

The Brooklyn Bridge’s sidewalk closed down after 
a cable cutting accident.
(Taken from “Highways and Automobiles, 
November, 1981.

Collapse of the Maianas Bridge 
(1983)

Fern Hollow Bridge collapse (2022)
(from National Transportation 
Safety Board (NTSB) website)

Bridges (501,687)

Tunnels (11,129)
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Image showing changes in the number of bridges rated III and IV with measures completed by local governments

• The rate of repair measures for bridges that require urgent or early action on roads managed 
by local governments. （2019→2025）：Approx. 34% ⇒ Approx. 73%

• The number of those trained in maintenance and management at local governments.
（2019→2025）：6,459 ⇒ 10,000
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Ref 1: Directly managed diagnoses (FY2014-2020): 16 locations; repair and maintenance (FY2015-2021): 15 locations
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Ref.1：Performance values for each technology are organized and published in catalog form according to standards  https://www.mlit.go.jp/road/sisaku/inspection-support/
Ref.2：Quali�cations required of management engineers in their work (e.g., professional engineer, doctoral degree, JSCE certi�ed engineer, etc.), private quali�cations registered as "Ministry of Land, 
Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism Registered Quali�cations," certi�cates of passing road bridge maintenance technology training, etc.
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・Number of technologies listed in the performance catalog of inspection support technologies (FY2020 ⇒ FY2025): 80 ⇒ 240
・Among local governments that considered using new technology in bridge and tunnel inspections, proportion that have used it (FY2019 ⇒ FY2025): Bridges: 39% ⇒ 50%; Tunnels: 31% ⇒ 50%
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■Flow of new technology introduction
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<Removal due to consolidation> <Reduced functionality> <Removal>

・Percentage of local governments considering consolida-
tion, removal, or functional reductions of facilities:
（2019 -> 2025）： 14％ -> 100％
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Ref.1：Only in the case of repairing structures at the aggregation site or reconstructing roads for detouring to the aggregation site.
Ref.2： Only when removal of structures and road reconstruction are carried out at the same time or in cases where the removal is expected to have a �ood control e�ect, and where a short-term 
numerical target for removal and its cost reduction e�ect are speci�ed in the Long Life Repair Plan.
Ref.3: Roads that carry heavy tra�c, such as Important Logistics Roads managed by prefectures and government ordinance-designated cities

・Rate of pavement repair on roads important for disaster prevention for pavements with 
damaged roadbed or lower layer (approx. 2,700 km as of 2019). (2019->2025):0% ->100%
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Removing the overpass and 
consolidating its functions to 

an adjacent bridge.

<Removal due to consolidation> <Reduced functionality> <Removal>

Renewed as a pedestrian bridge 
due to reduced functionality.
* Vehicles can use the bridge 

60m away.

Ensuring the safety and security of
the region by improving
the �ood control e�ect 

through removal

■Image of LCC reduction
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■Example: Metropolitan Expressway Daishi Bridge  
     (bridge replacement work) 
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Numerous fatigue cracks in longitudinal ribs, etc.
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■Plan of the undergrounding of the Nihonbashi area of the Metropolitan Expressway
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Ref. 1: City planning changed in October, 2019, project approved in March, 2020, construction started in November, 2020, underground route scheduled to open in 2035, elevated bridge scheduled 
for removal in 2040.
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■Images showing before and after the conversion to underground in the Nihonbashi area

※Based on current information onredevelopment plans

Before conversion to underground 
(present)

After conversion to underground (image)




