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Dr. ISOBE Masahiko, Professor Emeritus, The University of Tokyo/ Professor Emeritus,
Kochi University of Technology, Japan

Dr. Isobe has developed innovative analysis methods for water waves theoretically, such as
the estimation of directional spectrum of ocean waves and numerical simulation of nonlinear
waves, and has published many excellent research results in the field of coastal engineering
related to coastal disaster prevention. Through research works on impact assessment of
climate change and sea level rise, he took the lead in editing the book “Coastal Impacts of
Global Warming - Actual Status, Impacts, and Response Strategies of Sea Level Rise and
Climate Change.” and served as chair and committee member of many governmental
committees for disaster prevention and mitigation. In particular, he greatly contributed to
revise the Coast Law and introduce resilient coastal structures based on the lessons learned
from the damage to ports and coasts caused by the Great East Japan Earthquake Tsunami,
and further to make policy decisions on disaster prevention and mitigation measures for
Nankai Trough earthquake.

Dr. Laura S.L. Kong, Director of International Tsunami Information Centre, USA

Dr. Laura Kong has been the Director of the International Tsunami Information
Center (ITIC) since 2001 and, as Director, she oversees a Centre that supports the
Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission in its efforts to deploy tsunami
warning and mitigation systems globally, and that works directly with the 46-nation
Intergovernmental Co-ordination Group for the Pacific Tsunami Warning and
Mitigation System (ICG/PTWS) to strengthen national tsunami warnings and
preparedness. In this capacity, the ITIC works closely with the USA Pacific Tsunami
Warning Center, the Japan Meteorological Agency, and other international and
national tsunami warnings centers. The ITIC is a joint partnership between the IOC
and the USA National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. Since the 2004
Indian Ocean tsunami, Dr. Kong has been actively involved as part of the IOC’s
coordination and development of systems in the Indian Ocean, the Caribbean and
adjacent regions, and Mediterranean Seas and the north Atlantic Ocean.

Research Center for Integrated Disaster Risk Management (CIGIDEN), Republic of Chile

CIGIDEN

Research Center
for Integrated Disaster
Risk Management

CIGIDEN has been pivotal in overcoming the large deficits that Chile had before the
2010 Maule Earthquake in tsunami science, engineering and technology since it was
established in 2012. The Center has contributed to increasing the number of
specialists and researchers. It has fostered the emergence of a strong community in
tsunami science in Chile, with a recognized international leadership, that has made
important contributions ranging from fundamental physics and hydrodynamics, early
warning systems, urban planning and tsunami evacuation, education and awareness,
in collaboration with national and international peers, and relevant stakeholders. It
has also contributed significantly to develop the state-of-the-art tsunami warning
system operated by the Hydrographic and Oceanographic Service of the Chilean Navy
while also supporting the National Disaster Risk Management Service. The Center
has developed initial guidelines for vertical evacuation, tsunami hazard assessment,
among others. CIGIDEN has become an essential actor not only in scientific terms,
but also in transferring this science effectively to the public at large.



