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‘Infrastructure top Govt priorities’

CHAMBG NG'UNI
Mkwgt

GOVERNMENT has prioritised construction
of roads. scheols and health cenires in rural
argas o promote development in all paris
‘of the country, Mimister of Youth and Sport
Vincent Mwale has said

The ministersaid this here on Satrday when
he officiated at this year’s lchibwelamushi
traditional ceremony of the Lala and Swaka
people of Central Province.

“The Patriotic Front (PF) government will
endeavour to concentrale on infrastructure
development such as roads. schools and
clinics in rural areas in order to speed up
development in the country.” MrMwale said.

He also said it is important for Zambia
to remain food secure and that Government
“rr=icomes traditional practices aimed at
achieving this goai.

Mr Mwale said Goverzinent i fay., o that
the Ichibwelamushi ceremony show cases the

Min

Lala and Swaka people of Chitambo [ ikushi,
Luano, Kapiri Mposhi and Serenje districts,
and zlso promotes agnculture.

Mr Mwale also assured farmers that
Government will continue supporting
emerging and small-scale farmers through
the Farmer input and Support Programme.

He alse urged chiefs in the five districts
to develop plans which will be a2 guide in
fostering development in their réspective
chiefdoms,

“Traditional leaders are expecied 1o the
bridge between Government and the people
in bringing development to the people.” Mr
Mwale said.

Earlier, Minister of Tustice Ngosa
Simbyakula urged the Lala and Swaka
speaking people to preserve their culture
and traditions.

2y Simbyakula said Government attaches:
importznce to culture and tradition, as well
as tt  elfare of chiefs, and this is'why the
. of Chiefs and Traditional A ffairs has
Lieen estoblished.
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eview road safety measures’

By JAMES KUNDA
THE Zambia Road Safety Trust (ZRST) has
called for a reviow of road safety measures in
the wake of increasing road traffic accidents.

ZRST spokesperson
Miles Mwale sajd in
4 statement i Lusaka
yesterday that there
was need for an urgent
meeting tayvolving
various stakeholders 1o

that ¢lammed the lives of
17 people in Lusaka s the
weekend

Mr Mwale, who comveyed
condolences o the grieving
Fanmilies on behalf of ZRST
chairpesaonDaniel Mwainbi,
saiih thie Ministry of Transport

should facilite the indaba ns
EROI 3% possible,

“ZRST s concerned
about (e recurring Tatul
accidents ind calls on the
Covernment Lo organise n
wrgenl meeting comprising
all stakeholders 1o review
the implementation stitus of
VArIOUS measures intended
o improve the deteriorating
roud safety siuation in the
couniry,” he said

In the first six monthy
of this year, about |,028
peaple lost their lives in
road accidents, leaving
the country's road-reluted
fatality rate w1 31 per
00, 0400,
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Mukanga, Mabeo chide Kazungula Bridge contractor

ity BRIAN

UATYOKA
AAMBIAN Minister lor
Teansport, Works, Supply
and U omnmnmications Yamfwa
Mukanga and Bolswiang
Moster lor Fransport and
Coptunicaliont Tehenola
Mabiea have chaded Lhe
apteacton Jor Kasangiiin
srogeet oyer the slow
oo pnde G gonstie

HO TAGEHEY

The two apmsters, who
insperied the bridgeon Sunday
alternoon, said people from
the two couttnies would not
wint to e gaven excuses bl
thut the: infrastousture should
e delivered on lime

Mi Mukanga asked the
cantracter 10 inerease o
b b work houss teeateh
ugrw i the progect time frame,

“Why should we have many
viteh-up plans wnd noew you

liave given us a catch-up plan
number five?

"Next time you will give us
cafcheup plan number six and
we are Jusing time! We e
wasting time and we need o
vomplete by 2018 as planned,
We cannot aflord walting
while the contrnctor is doing
lus own programme,” Mr
Mukanga <aid.

Hesmdthetwotiovemments
expected progress  anid

commument amnd nol catch-
up plans.

Mr Mabeo said the two
cotmtries wanted assurance

thiat the project waould linish

on fime as planned.

He gt he wannotconvinced
that he bridge would be
delivered on line,

“Whatever we are diving
Behiml curthing a8 experts,
peaple are looking for the
Iidge Ui yon dis the work,
This 15 a reputable project.
Lei's work,” Mr Mabeo saul,

Project team  leaders
Kihamelo Kgoboko gaid the
contractol had proposed that
he mq»pl.}, Y| il the
qnylm\&- ’C{V IS
pabo wud the

conttactor peeded 1o work

on both sides of the bridgpe

diring, the construction ol

the temporury bodge bt had
chillonges curmently

lin responge, (he contragton
and project manager Willinn
Km assueed the two mamisters
that e project would he
dehvered by 2018 ax plinned
withioul compromsing guslity
al sulety

In September last year,
Sambia’s Tormer vice:
president Guy Scott and
Botswans Viee-President
Ponstshepo Kedikilwe
officisted at the ground-
Breaking ceremony for the
gonstruction of Kazunguln

Dridye.

signedacontmet with Dacwoo

Enpincering and Congtoction
Lo the construction of i road
andd roil bridpe scross the
Aambeiat Kol bonder
Che 923 muetreslony bricge
s expected fo ereite shout
000 ks v hesth costamtries
duping the costenclion 0
period, Twonld be foeaed '
m the conlluence
al Lumliczs and
Chobe riversabion
o kilemutres
upstream of the
‘Mighty " Victorin

Falls. MUKANGA

The  brdpe,
which would fivani il assitance lrem
b -.l,‘lni;ll.lrd Iy 2048, the dapan Interwg "‘“l m

D peratiog ALy =
Zanibis and Botswarll™" ';uﬁh%gs's’:cffniﬂ'lﬁfl’)'*nté Ji‘;\{m“" Alnican’ ”I{ﬂl'b'"! l’l“’ :

and Hotewans with other  Bunk,
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By REBECCA MUSHOTA

THE Road Development Agency (RDA)
[ has signed & US$500 million contiaet
(diibbed C400 10 reflurbish roads in
cight towss on the € opperbeiL

The C-4l0 {Construer-40 Nowill cover
rouds i Ndola, Kitwe, Kalulushi, Luamshyy,
Chingola, Mufulirs, Clambeshi aid

Chihlabombwe.

Ihe works would be
uridertaken by China
Henun  Tatednatlong!
Growp Compary Limed
(CHICO) i eonjunctlon
with Zyly Burrow
ldeveloprent: Consultans
Whodesign, consttuct ang
upgrade o wial af e
Kiloietres of made

RIJA chiel executive
oflicer hanyuks Munibs
stned the comraer an
behal uf thy instingion
while CHICO nnusging
ditector Xu Chunhuu
signed-on behulf of fhe
EOHEracion

Mr Mumba said the
project Wwas supported
by Chlon wnid way wirth
FAOD S0, SRR willy 4
eompletion peciod of three
yenrs g two nionhs.

e said the tindting was
wapegicd Wi be completed
esiy poihs® time sfier
whivh' works would
comimence.

“The funding will e
completed m six months
Hine el by then o will
be e vainy season: So

tmediately ufter thal,
aroand. Muarel-April,
the commracior will
seortedig, " Mr Mumiti sl

e wiiths wonld include
deslpning, constructing
dnd completing o
Mtuminous sundards s
well gs construction of
bleyale lanes, walkways
and pedestrian Fouihiide
crisings,

The contructor weuld
alsy Consiruct drainagpe
Alraciures, put street
lighting snd facitiate for
resettlenent lor affected
e,

M Muhis suidl b owas
expected gl onee (e
Preest was camplete, tigrg
woithid be gase ofmovemen|
of goods and people and
reduced vonl ol dalng
businesy

He wan opmigic thay
CHICE would perforn
bo expectations as sub.
wlnedard works would ot
B yoderled

CHICO  depury
managing dirvctor X lao
Liang said the firm g

MUMBA
underuken yirious projects
1 Lamiia gince 1998

Ihe Chinese company
woull employ abow 1,000
Zhimbians during its. penk
periol. They would also
uridergis fraiming

Mt Mumiba was giving an
upilnte on the progtess of the
1400 roud project in Lusaka
which be said had covered
abrondt 40 percent of physical
work

He also sald RDA was
Tormuliting ways of giving
fare of ity contracts 1o
Aambiin

Mr Mumba said he
wiis aware that Zambian
contractors did pot have
capagily hike foreign ones
o undertake huge contracts
hut niensures were heing
put i place 1o encourage
Zumbians o) thetr own or in
Joint ventures o undertake
comtracrsof such magnitude,
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Ndola-Luanshya

By YVONNE CHATE
COIYISTRUCT IONwarkson
the Ndola-Luanshya Road
on the Copperbeit from
the Ndola Cantral Ho:
(NCH) roundabout have
stallsd. !

This was after the
contractor warking on the
road abandaned the works
for non-payments by the
Road Development Agency
[RDA).

' China JX, the l;i'ﬂontr?gtg:
working en 8
kilometr%s of the Ndola-
Luanshya Road, abandoned
the construction works for
nat being paid the money
by RDA.
srNda::'ha—!..ur:u-nsu'u.ﬂa Road
users have bamaaf\_ad
the stalled construction
works, which is creating
uncontroliable congestion al
the NCH roundabout.

Chanda Mwelwa, @ bus
driver in Ndola complained
that the stalled works were
incanveniencing road
users as they opled lo use
sther roads In Kansenshi

P :

ara inmn\:m&nc‘::g

by the stalled works an

rgad and we are subjected

to using other routes in

Karsanshl to avoid bei

delayed byihe congestion,

he said. ]

Meanwhile, Copperbel
i W21 06 shsmd

Towns
"We

Mirister Mwenya Musenge
hascalledonROAtoexpadite
the works an the route o
avoid Inconveniences and
other foresaenlnegaﬁue
actlvlﬂ:cs arising from
C.DNQBB M.

" Mr Musengs was
disappointed by the slow
pace at which China JX was

98298 ¢}) Datly Mail | 1D
Lusaka roads rehabilitation

impresses Government

LINDA NYONDO

Lusaka

GOVERNMENT is happy with the
workmanship of Avic International
Project Engingering Company, the
contractor engaged 1o construet
and rehabilitate roads in Lusaka
under the ambitious L400 road
project.

The 1400 project is expected
1o cost US$360 million covering
Hskms:

Speaking shortly afier touring
roads in Lusaka vesterday. Depury
Minister of Transport, Works,
Supply and Communications
Mutaba Mwali said the roads done
so far are very good.

*As Lusaka is growing at a very
[ast rate. the road network also
has to grow. The road network
has to be improved; it has to be
expanded and as a community. we
must be prepared to ¢o-operate.”
Dr Mwali said.

He said Avic International
Project Engineering Company
encountered challenges during
construction of Burma and
Chilumbulu roads to do with
relocation of cables and pipes for
utility service providers.

He said the road expansion
in some areas has been affected

by installations which cannot be
relocated.

“We have houses along
Chilumbulu Read which cannot
be relocated. This has affected
the expansion of the road,” Dr
Muwali said.

He. however, said there is
need for the contractor to create
walkways for pedestrians and
cvelists on the roads

Dr Mwali szid the “conflici”
berween pedestrians, cvelists and
motorists in Lusaka should be
resolved.

And Road Development
Apency (RDA) director of
maintenance Emmanuel Kaunda
said there is high demand for road
rehabilitation and construction in
Lusaka.

“L400 project is onable to do
every road m Lusaka because of
the high demand. We would have
loved every road to be looked at,
but we canrot do-that because we
have a limited budget.” he said.

Mr Kaunda said relocation of
pipes and cables for the water and
power utility companies is skowing
the contractor’s pace.

He, however, said that the RDA
is happy and satisfied with the
workmanship of Avie International
Project Engineering Company.
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Kazungula Bridge project creatés over 200 jobs

CHALI MULENGA
Kazungulz

THE Kazungula Bridge project has managed
to create employment for the local people from
both Botswana and Zambia, project consultant
Kobamelo Kgoboko has said.

Mr Kgoboke savs the construction of the
bridge has created over 200 jobs for lu..
people in the two countries as the multi-
million United States dollar project is shared
between Botswana and Zambia.

He said this recently during a tour of the
project. =

“The works so far, for the bridge has
managed to offer emplovment to the local
people of both countries. The main contract
and the subcontractor both have managed
to get the local labour force on the project,”
he said. )

Mt Kgoboko said the Daewoo E and €,
who is the contractor, wants to operate o1 'a
24-hour basis so that most of the works could

be done on time.

In an interview, Daewoo E and C vice
president Yongwoo William Kim said the
company s commitited in ensuring that the
project is completed on time.

Mr Kim said his company is committed to
ensuring that there is safety on the site.

“] have already asked for permission to
employ a safety officer, and the person to
take up the position will come from Kerea,”
he said.



