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Limited (ZRL)
has embarked on a
programme to increase
the speed of both
goods and passenger
trains from the current
15 kilometres (km) per
hour to 100 km per
hour.

ZRL head of corporate
affairs Benson Ngula
said the company had
brought in new lamping
machines from Italy,
which had started
improving the raillway
infrastructure to crease
the speed of the trains.

The machines, which
came in fast month from
ltaly, huve already increased
the train speed w 100 kin per

hour for o T4km direteh of

the railway line from Kapiri
Mposhi to Chisamba,

He said this n an
interview at the just-ended
89th Zambin Agrioultural
und Commercisl Show in
Lusaka,

Mr Ngula, whose mm

sard ZR1 plang to open
intermationl routes o beter
facilitute the importation
and exportation of goods W0
enhiance regional trade.

The organisation will open
routes to Dar-cs salaam,
Nacala corridor, Beirs,
Maputo, Richards Bay and
Durban (o assist facilitate
regional trade

Mr Ngula said the
organisation wanted to
ity fleet W increase

of {the us

train during the show, :uud
the speed of the trains lad
been affiecting the operations
of the company, hence the
miave o Improve,

The organisation had
alse bought a 120 tonnes
breakdown crane for
rapid response to train
breakdowns.

Meanwhile, Mr Ngula

tradde between Zambia and
other countries,

The railway [irm has
minee started refurbishing
locomatives to increase ils
feet and smoothly achieve
its plans.

Mr Ngula said the ZRL
would provide exporl
facilities for sugar 1o the
Europenn Union though

ZRL to improve tr:

By CHARITY
MOONGA
ZAMBIA Railways

[hurban in South Africa,
copper cuthodes (o Tanzania,
maize lo Mozambigue,
copper concentrates to South
Afnica and Mabeu and Pepsi
drinks to Zimbubwe.

“We have started re-
manufacturing wagons al
our Kabwe main workshop
1o among others, shift capper
concentrates and copper
cathodes between mines,”
Mr Ngula said.

ZR1L. was also constructing
twiy weigh bridges which
would assist account for the
mineral quantities going out
of the mines and the copper
outpuL

“We will have the records
to show exactly bow much
copper 1s being produced by
the mines and we are hoping
to account for the minemal
quantities in the country,”
he said:
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ovt warns local contractors

By SARAH MWANZA
THE Government has urged local contractors
to improve their performance if they are to
continue undertaking various projects around

the country.
Transport,
Works, Supply, dnd
Communications Deputy
Minister Mutaba Mwali
said foreign contractors
had continued 1w prove
thatthey were committed
and capable ofexecuting
Governmen! projects

compared 1o local ones.

Ur Mwali said this
when he toured ,the
construction works
in the newly-created
Lamulungs District of
Western Province,

A frerthetour, DrMwali
said it was disappointing
tofind that works by local
contractors were still atu

slow' pace compared’ o
those being undertaken
by a Chinese contractor

He toured the projecty
in four districts of
Nkevema, Mitele,
Luanmipa and Limulunga
where only' the Chinese
contractor bullding an
administrative block
Limulunga had managed
to carry out the works
within the stipuluted
timetrame,

Dr Mwali smad it was a
pity to find that Zambian
contractors were [ailing
to execule their projects
citing the bad terrain but,
surprisingly, the Chinese
contractor had managed
1o do the works despite
encountering similar
challenges olbad terrain,

“Our Zambian
contraclors keep on
piving excuses. These
contracts: were awarded
to contractors at the
suame time and a Chinese
company, Walltech, has

managed to work within
the stipulated period,”
he said.

Dr Mwali said
the Governmenl was
committed 1o ensuring
that all works were
completed within the
specified timeframe and
this was thereason why all
the contraciors were given
their advance payments.

He said in as much as
the Government wanted
to empower Zambians,
it would not hesitate to
terminate then contracts
based on shoddy
performance.

“We want to empower
our own - contractors but
il is a pity that they
have kept on frustrating
Governmenl efforts," Dr
Mwali said.

Limulunga District

Commissioner Litambo
Ndombo expressed
concern ut the slow pace
of executing various
projects in the district.
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