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UNITED STATES AND JAPAN

INFORMAL PACIFIC AIR TRAFFIC CONTROL
COORDINATING GROUP
(IPACG)

FUKUOKA JOINT STATEMENT

The United States and Japan Informal Pacific Air Traffic Control (ATC) Coordinating Group, or
IPACG, was established in 1989 to provide a forum for air traffic service providers and airspace
users to informally meet and explore solutions to near term ATC problems that limit capacity or
efficiency within the North and Central Pacific regions, as delineated by the Anchorage, Oakland,
and Fukuoka (former Tokyo) Flight Information Regions (FIR).

Throughout the past twenty years, the U.S. Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) and Civil
Aviation Bureau of Japan (JCAB), through IPACG, have been at the forefront for numerous
advanced air navigation service enhancements in the North and Central Pacific Oceanic
environment, including but not limited to the implementation of reduced vertical separation minima
(RVSM), required navigation performance (RNP), automatic dependent surveillance / controller
pilot data link communications (ADS/CPDLC), and user preferred routes (UPRs).

Undoubtedly, IPACG has succeeded in accomplishing its mission for the first twenty years, and is
dedicated to strengthen its efforts in light of the uncertain global economy, unstable fuel prices, and
growing environmental concerns that threaten the overall health of the civil aviation industry.

The FAA and JCAB confirm at the occasion of the 29th meeting of IPACG in Fukuoka, Japan that
both administrations, in concert with airspace users, industry stakeholders, and international
organizations will continue to promote an open and active exchange of ideas and focus on the
alignment of North and Central Pacific air traffic management plans and procedures, from an
operational perspective, and the development of priorities and schedules for near and medium term
operational ATC enhancements. Both administrations are also determined to take a leading role in
responding to public expectations in the Asia and Pacific regions under the IPACG partnership.

Mr. Christopher Metts Mr. Masahiro Muroya
Director, Asia Pacific Director General
Office of International Aviation Air Traffic Services Department
Federal Aviation Administration Civil Aviation Bureau
U.S. Department of Transportation Ministry of Land, Infrastructure,
Transport and Tourism, Japan
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