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1 Information dissemination for accident prevention 

The Japan Transport Safety Board prepares and issues various publications as well as individual reports, 
regarding specific cases so that it can better understand the efforts being made to prevent recurrence and 
contribute to accident prevention. 

We place these publications on our website and, in order to make them more accessible to the public, 
we also introduce them through our JTSB E-Mail Magazine service (only available in Japanese). 

The e-mail magazine distribution service is being used by people, including aviation, railway, and 
ship-related businesses, government agencies, and educational and research institutions. 

Moreover, we are exchanging opinions with business operators and other parties regarding how the 
JTSB should disseminate its information and an effective and appropriate dissemination method. Also 
in the future, we will make improvements based on opinions we receive. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
2 Issuance of the JTSB Digest  

With the aim of fostering awareness of safety, and preventing similar accidents from occurring, we 
issue "JTSB Digests." This publication introduces you to statistics-based analyses and must-know cases 
of accidents. 

We also issue the English version of "JTSB Digests" as part of our efforts to disseminate information 
overseas. 

In 2021, we released one issue of "JTSB Digest" (October: Issue No. 37). 
The contents of the issue is as follows. 
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 JTSB Digest No. 37 [Marine accident analysis digest] "Toward the prevention of collision accidents 

of small vessels - Let’s use Automatic Identification System (AIS) -" (Published October 26, 2021) 
 

 
The digest recommends points such as calling for the use of the AIS, and 

keeping appropriate watch at all times for the prevention of collision 
accidents especially involving small vessels and pleasure boats, e.g., 
analyzing actual investigated cases. 
ꞏ The situations of the occurrences of marine accidents where a person died 
or went missing 

ꞏ Investigated accident case: During a return voyage, the fishing vessel was 
navigating with a blind spot in the bow direction, and collided with another 
navigating fishing boat 

ꞏ Investigated accident case: When the fishing vessel continued to navigate, paying attention to 
fishing, she collided with the other wandering fishing vessel 

ꞏ Investigated accident case: Two vessels collided with each other without noticing the existence of 
the other boat during their navigations, keeping their course and speed 

  ꞏ Questionnaire results on the effects of the AIS equipment, etc. 
 
 
3 Issuance of the Analysis Digest Local Office Edition 

The JTSB has issued the analysis digest local office edition (only available in Japanese). It has issued 
this publication in order to provide various kinds of information to help prevent marine accidents. The 
information is based on the analyses made by our regional offices and relates to specific accidents that 
occurred in their respective jurisdictions. This information focuses on cases with characteristic features 
such as the sea area, the type of vessel, and the type of accident. 

 

(Analysis Digest Local Office Edition in 2021)   

 
 
 

Hakodate 

 
For the prevention of marine accidents in which 
people fall overboard 
 
(Main contents) 

ꞏ Situation for casualties in accidents involving 
fishing vessels 

ꞏ Situation for falling overboard 
ꞏ Life jacket wearing status of fallen overboard 

persons 
ꞏ Situation for locations where accidents occurred 
ꞏ Situation for hitting bodies to ship hulls 
ꞏ Accident cases of falling overboard 
ꞏ Measures to prevent the recurrence of similar accidents 
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Yokohama 

 
Situation for occurrence of dragging anchor 
accidents in Tokyo Bay  
 
(Main contents) 

ꞏ Situation for occurrence of the dragging anchor 
accidents 

ꞏ Case 1: Unable to ensure sufficient anchor hold 
power 

ꞏ Case 2: Inappropriate anchoring location 
ꞏ Case 3: Not noticing the dragging anchor of the 

vessel 
ꞏ Summary: For the prevention of accidents caused 

by anchors dragged due to typhoons, etc.             
 

 

 
Kobe 

 
For the prevention of accidents of recreational fishing vessels and 
fishing ferries! 
 
(Main contents) 

ꞏ Analysis of accidents involving recreational fishing 
vessels, etc. in the jurisdiction of Kobe Office 

ꞏ Case 1: The recreational fishing vessel collided with 
the other vessel while navigating, assuming there 
were no other vessels on her course 

ꞏ Case 2: When the recreational fishing vessel 
oscillated after riding the wave while navigating, a 
fishing visitor got injured 

ꞏ Case 3: When fishing visitors were boarding the 
fishing ferry at the rocky shore, a fishing visitor was 
caught between the ferry and the rocks and got injured 

ꞏ Points to prevent accidents and mitigate damage 
 

Hiroshima 

Look around even when the vessel is 
anchored!! 

- Dangers hidden in wandering and anchored 
vessels - 
 
(Main contents) 

ꞏ Situation analysis of wandering and anchored 
vessels 

ꞏ Case in which wandering Vessel Z collided with 
navigating Vessel Y 

ꞏ For the prevention of similar accidents 
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Moji 

J–MARISIS of the Kanmon Straight and the Sea 
of Hibiki 

- Present situation for small vessel accidents 
in the Kanmon Straight and the Sea of Hibiki and 
prevention of reocurrence-  

 
(Main contents) 

ꞏ Situation for occurrence of small vessel accidents in 
the Kanmon Straight and the Sea of Hibiki 

ꞏ Column: What is the J–MARISIS 
ꞏ Probable causes, measures to prevent the 

recurrence of similar accidents, and accident cases in the sea area where 
accidents occur frequently 

 

Nagasaki 

Vessel operation disabled due to a simple mistake! 
 
(Main contents) 

ꞏ Situation for occurrence of pleasure boat 
accidents, etc. 

ꞏ Situation for occurrence of disabled vessel 
incidents (fuel shortage, battery over discharge) 

ꞏ Case 1: The remaining amount of fuel has not 
been checked 

ꞏ Case 2: The fuel consumption has not been known 
ꞏ Case 3: The fuel reserve tank has not been loaded 
ꞏ Case 4: Multiple electronic devices have been 

used while the engine was being stopped 
 

Naha 

Do you know the typhoons and wind changes in Okinawa? 
- Typhoons have more power nowadays and it is hard to forecast 

their courses, so "Do not try to do operation even under the not-so-
serious level of typhoon" -  
 
(Main contents) 

ꞏ Accident case during the approach of the typhoon 
ꞏ Wind types 

  Spring: Wind change in February 
  Summer: South wind of the summer solstice 
  Fall: New north wind 
  Winter: North blow 
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As you read these local office digests, you can not only find out the circumstances of local accidents, 
but can also gain some tips for accident prevention. The local offices will make further efforts to regularly 
issue the analysis digest local office editions. By doing so, they will ensure that you will be provided 
with more satisfactory content. 
  

Beware of the dangerous north blow in 
Okinawa! 
 
(Main contents) 

ꞏ Situation for occurrence of marine accidents or 
incidents according to the statics data 
Monthly situation for occurrence of marine accident 
and incidents  

 Situation for occurrence of marine accidents with 
the north wind involved, and more 

ꞏ Basic knowledge on waves caused by winds 
ꞏ Situation for occurrence of accidents 

Location where the accident occurred 
Accident cases, and more 
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Issuance of analysis digest by local office editions,  
"Typhoons and wind changes in Okinawa" and  
"Beware of the dangerous north blow in Okinawa!" 

 
Naha Office, Secretariat 

 
In Okinawa located in the area of passing typhoons, powerful typhoons approach or strike 

Okinawa almost every year, seriously impacting vessel operations. In August 2020, an accident 
occurred with a fishing vessel capsized and three crew members gone missing occurred while 
a typhoon was approaching. Moreover, many marine accidents occurred in winter according to 
the statistics even though Okinawa is strongly imaged with the summer sea. In three capsizal 
accidents and one grounding accident occurred sequentially in the short period between 
December 2020 to January 2021, it was revealed that the northward wind was the cause. 

 At the Naha Office, staff members have been exchanging opinions based on the tendency of 
the occurrences of marine accidents and characteristics of the sea area around Okinawa to 
decide on topics to be addressed in the local office digest to prevent the recurrence of similar 
accidents. For FY 2021, the members selected "typhoons" and "the north wind" for analysis 
topics, given the situations mentioned above. 

 To create the "Typhoons and wind changes in Okinawa" with typhoons selected as the theme, 
we had interviews with fishermen and the members of fishery cooperatives in Okinawa on the 
tendency of typhoons nowadays and the measures for typhoons. In particular, a very powerful 
typhoon struck the area of Daito Islands in September 2020. We were able to interview them 
immediately after the typhoon passed, allowing us to 
obtain valuable opinions, including information on 
their on-site troubles and the size of the impact of the 
typhoon. The opinions and the information helped us 
not only create the local office digest but also 
contribute to future accident investigations. 

   Regarding the "Beware of the dangerous north 
blow in Okinawa!" with the north wind selected as the 
topic, among 730 investigation reports of accidents 
and incidents created and published at Naha Office 
in the period from October 2008 when the Japan 
Transport Safety Board was established to 
September 2021, 84 accidents involving the north wind were analyzed on weather, wind power, 

Column 

Providing explanation to the press 
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type of vessel, gross tonnage and the tendency of each accident type. Furthermore, the accident 
cases and the basic knowledge on the winds and waves are also included in its Digest to pay 
attention for when navigating the sea of Okinawa in winter. 

The JTSB puts effort into making the issuance of the local office digest be noticed not only by 
on-shore persons concerned but also by persons who operate vessels at sea as directly as 
possible by creating and handing out posters to the people in fishery cooperatives, marinas and 
fisharinas, etc. In addition, we provided the opportunity to explain the content of the local office 
digest at the local press club and notified through news and newspaper articles. 

Seasonal winds such as typhoons and the north wind are generated whenever the season 
comes every year, no one can avoid such natural phenomena, so the JTSB is planning to use 
such local office digests for dissemination activities to prevent marine accidents. 

  

Posters for dissemination 
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Use of the "J–MARISIS" to easily understand the 
"difficult parts of the sea" 

 
Moji Office, Secretariat 

 
In July 2020, a pleasure boat collided with the breakwater at the entrance of Dokai Bay in 

Kita-Kyushu City, Fukuoka Prefecture. The investigation result revealed that the probable cause 
was that the master kept navigating the boat without knowing the existence of the breakwater 
nor knowing that she was approaching the breakwater in the night when it was hard to see the 
breakwater. 

Moreover, four collision accidents occurred already at the breakwater since the JTSB was 
established, and they occurred in the similar situation as this accident without noticing they were 
approaching the breakwater in the night or before dawn when the breakwater was hard to see. 
 If the master had known that it was a place with higher hazard of collision with the breakwater 
because four accidents, this accident could had been avoided by carefully navigating the boat 
after confirming the location of the breakwater in advance or while confirming her location using 
a GPS plotter. 

 Thus, the JTSB decided to post information for calling attention in the "J–MARISIS" to let 
persons related to pleasure boats, etc. know that "the vicinity of the breakwater is dangerous 
and is a 'difficult point of the sea' from the standpoint of the situation for the occurrence of the 
accidents" in an easy-to-understand manner. 
 Indicating the "difficult point of the sea from the standpoint of the accidents" is also one of the 
original purposes of the "J–MARISIS." 
 Moreover, since it was revealed that the jurisdiction of Moji Office had sea areas where many 
other accidents occurred, the JTSB considered information for calling attention to five sea areas, 
including this breakwater, in the Kanmon Straight and the Sea of Hibiki, and posted the 
information on the "J–MARISIS." 
 Furthermore, in addition to the information for calling attention, the JTSB published the 
situation for occurrence of accidents in this sea area and the summarized accident cases as the 
local office digest. 
 When selecting sea areas and considering information for calling attention, we paid attention 
to the following: 

○ Selection of sea areas 
 In the sea areas where many accidents occurred, 
measures such as installing beacons have already been 
taken by the relevant administrative organs, etc. For the sea 
areas where no accident has occurred recently, the JTSB 
examined its reasons to help select the sea areas. 

Column 
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○ Information for calling attention 
The JTSB decided to describe characteristics of sea 

areas, if any, to make persons concerned understand "why 
is this sea area dangerous." 

In addition, the JTSB we considered the opinions of 
persons related to small vessels and marine leisure when 
selecting sea areas and creating the contents that call for 
attention.  

 The JTSB will proceed with considering information for 
calling attention to "difficult points in the sea" of other sea areas (the Sea of Genkai, West 
Kyushu, and South Kyushu) as well as putting effort to disseminate these items of information 
for calling attention in cooperation with persons concerned. 

 
4 Issuance of the JTSB Annual Report 

In order to publicize the JTSB's general activities in 2020 and prevent the 
occurrence of accidents based on what was learned in past accidents, the JTSB 
issued the "JTSB Annual Report 2021" in July 2021. 

As part of our efforts to provide information overseas, we issued the English 
version of the report "Japan Transport Safety Board Annual Report 2021" in 
December 2021. We did so to let people overseas know about the topics in this 
Annual Report. 
 
5 Preparation of safety leaflet 

The Japan Transport Safety Board prepares leaflets as needed in order to spread information 
contributing to safety when issuing the JTSB Digest. In 2021, we prepared a leaflet summarizing 
examples of utilization in order to disseminate information on the Small ship - Engine Trouble Search 
System to many people when the system was published. 

We are proceeding with activities to promote and disseminate safety awareness actively through calling 
for cooperation of handing out these safety leaflets to related organizations. 
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Leaflet for disseminating the 
Small ship - Engine Trouble 
Search System 

For the safe navigation of 
recreational fishing vessels and 

fishing vessels 
 – Prevention of accidents and 

incidents involving an engine trouble 
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6 J–MARISIS – Now even easier to use 

So that more effective use can be made of published marine accident investigation reports, the Japan 
Transport Safety Board began providing the Japan-Marine Accident Risk and Safety Information System 
(J -MARISIS) as an Internet service from the end of May 2013, allowing users to search reports from 
maps. In April 2014, we also released the global version of J-MARISIS, further allowing users to search 
investigation reports published by overseas marine accident investigation organizations from world maps. 

Given the increase in the number of people using the Internet on mobile 
terminals, as well as requests to make this system easier to use on 
smartphones and tablets, we released the mobile version of J-MARISIS at 
the end of June 2015. 
 With touch panel support as well as revised display buttons and layouts, 
its ease of use has been increased, and the GPS functions of mobile terminals 
can be used to display information on areas near the user’s current location. 
As a result, users on pleasure boats, recreational fishing boats or other small 
vessels can easily check information on accidents and other relevant 
information on navigation in sea areas they are planning to visit. 
 

J-MARISIS https://jtsb.mlit.go.jp/hazardmap/mobile/index.html 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

The Japan Transport Safety Board welcomes your views, requests and other comments/communication from 

users of J-MARISIS. 

 Please use the "Contact us" section of our website. 

Contact us https://www.mlit.go.jp/jtsb/toi.html 
 

Top page Screen showing the 
information of current location 

using GPS function 
 

Screen showing accident 
information 

○ The service can be used free of charge, excluding the connection fee. The traffic volume of ships 
and fishing points will also be indicated. 

Menu button 

Mark indicating 
the location of 
an accident, etc. 

Accident 
information 

Zoom in / zoom out 

Current location 
display 
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7 Engine Trouble Search System ～ Easy Search with Click ～ 

 The Japan Transport Safety Board (JTSB) established the Engine Trouble Search System (ETSS) in 
response to requests from people involved in maritime affairs for tools that can easily search and utilize 
accident investigation reports from engine trouble parts. This system has been available since April 
2019. 
 ETSS is designed to search for marine accidents and incidents from engine failure parts and parts, and 
to use reports that are appropriate for the purpose of use. You can use ETSS free of charge other than 
internet communication fees. 
 

Engine Trouble Search System https://jtsb.mlit.go.jp/hazardmap/etss/ 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

<Usage Example> 
As part of the engine was overheated, select the place (piston part) and investigate the case of 

trouble 

① When you select the piston part in the 

appearance view, the part related to the 
piston part is displayed in more detail. 
Select to display a list of related reports. 

② If the number of cases is large, it can be 

narrowed down by ship type, gross 
tonnage, output, damaged parts, cause, 
etc. By selecting "fishing boat," a gross 
tonnage of "1 - 20 tons," and an output 
of "400 - 500", and refine your research, 
the phrase "The cooling function was 
deteriorated, and the piston of the 
equipment expanded due to overheating." 
was discovered. 

③ You can find and use reports that may be 

relevant. 
 

You can look at it from the place, the appearance, or the condition 
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8 Small ship - Engine Trouble Search System ～  Easy search of small vessel 
engine trouble ～ 
 The Japan Transport Safety Board established the Small ship Engine Trouble Search System (S-ETSS) 
as an effective provision of information on accident prevention and safety for users of small vessels of 
less than 20 gross tons. This system has been available since April 2021. 
 Accidents and incidents involving small vessels account for more than 60% of the overall marine 
accidents and incidents handled by the JTSB. Among them, many cases are involved with crippled vessels 
from failure in handling, maintaining engines, and so on. 
 In order to enable easy search of small vessel accidents, the S-ETSS shows parts that are likely to be 
defective, matters to be checked before pre-departure, and periodic inspection items, etc. in a ranking 
format, and also enables users to see reports of individual accidents and incidents for more information. 
Thus, this system can be used as reference to pre-departure and periodic inspections for assumed engine 
failure, etc. 
 
 

 

Select a typel of your vessel 
in the "Engine layout 
model" field (here, outboard 
motor)) 

Select failure part you are 
concerned with in the 
"Failure parts" field (here, 
Engine itself and Electrical 
system) 

   

Click the button 

The "Ranking of the cases with the failure parts" will appear. 
Select the parts (details) you concern. 
(Here, the piston and the cell motor" 

Click the button 

Clicking the relevant part of the 
accident name field enables you to 
see the details of the investigation 
report. 

<Usage Example> 
When searching an accident involving an engine itself and an electrical system in the engine 
layout of your vessel 
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9 Website summarizing information on the prevention of level crossing accidents 
～ To prevent level crossing accidents from occurring～ 

 
In February 2021, the Japan Transport 
Safety Board established the 
webpage, entitled "To prevent level 
crossing accidents from occurring," 
summarizing information on the 
prevention of level crossing 
accidents, on our website. 
 Level crossing accidents comprise a large percentage 
(34.2%) of the overall railway operation accidents (in 
FY2021). In particular, level crossings (classes 3 and 4) 
where automatic barrier machines are not installed have 
higher accident risk, comparing to level crossings (class 1) 
where level crossing safety equipment (automatic barrier 
machine, road warning device) is installed, therefore it is 
important to comply with rules when crossing level 
crossings, and also take measures, such as abolishing level crossings without such safety equipment or 
installing such safety equipment (i.e., upgrading to class 1 level crossings). 

The promotion of such measures needs to be understood by many people, including the users. 
Therefore, the JTSB have been calling for complying with the rules for crossing level crossings with 
slogans, e.g., "Stop, look, and listen" for users of level crossings. Moreover, for railway operators, road 
administrators, and other relevant parties, we provide examples of initiatives, e.g., abolishing level 
crossings, as references for proceeding with discussions and taking measures in order to prevent accidents. 
So please refer to them to reduce level crossing accidents. (See Chapter 4 (page 91).) 
 
10 Outreach lectures (dispatch of lecturers to seminars, etc.) 
 
 The Japan Transport Safety Board holds a series of outreach 
lectures as part of its efforts to raise awareness on the work of 
JTSB, and to create an opportunity for collecting the feedback 
and opinions of the general public. Seminars that lecturers can 
be dispatched to cover topics that are useful in preventing or 
mitigating damage from aircraft, railway, and marine accidents. 
Members of the staff are dispatched to or remotely participated 
in various seminars and schools as lecturers. 
 We can provide flexible support for the content of lectures, such as by incorporating content to match 
the needs of participants, based on courses chosen by requesting groups. 

Scene of an outreach lecture 

Web page on “Preventing level cross 
accidents from occurring 
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 For the application method, see the Japan Transport Safety Board website. 
  https://www.mlit.go.jp/jtsb/demaekouza.html 
 

List of outreach lectures 
No. Course Main audience Contents 

1 About the Japan Transport 
Safety Board 

General (High 
school students 
and older), 
transportation 
businesses, etc. 

Easy-to-understand explanation about the 
organizational background, work etc. of the Japan 
Transport Safety Board 

2 What is accident 
investigation? 

Elementary school 
students 

Easy-to-understand explanation about accident 
investigation for elementary school students and 
older 

3 About aircraft accident 
investigation 

General (High 
school students 
and older), 
aviation 
businesses, etc. 

Easy-to-understand explanation about aircraft 
accident investigations, including the background, 
concrete examples, etc. 

4 About railway accident 
investigation 

General (High 
school students 
and older), 
railway 
businesses, etc. 

Easy-to-understand explanation about railway 
accident investigations, including the background, 
concrete examples, etc. 

5 About marine accident 
investigation 

General (High 
school students 
and older), 
maritime 
businesses, etc. 

Easy-to-understand explanation about marine 
accident investigations, including the background, 
concrete examples, etc. 

6 
About marine accident 
investigation (fire, 
explosion, engine failure) 

General (High 
school students 
and older), 
maritime 
businesses, etc. 

Explanation about marine accident investigations 
related to fire, explosion and engine failure, 
including the background, concrete examples, 
countermeasures, etc. 

7 About the JTSB Digests 

General (High 
school students 
and older), 
transportation 
businesses, etc. 

Introduction to case studies of accidents and 
explanation of various statistical materials across 
various modes, based on the JTSB Digests that 
have been issued to date. 

8 
About the JTSB Digests 
(Analyses of Aircraft 
Accidents) 

General (High 
school students 
and older), 
aviation 
businesses, etc. 

Explanation about various themes taken up in the 
analyses of aircraft accidents in the JTSB Digests. 

9 
About the JTSB Digests 
(Analyses of Railway 
Accidents) 

General (High 
school students 
and older), 
railway 
businesses, etc. 

Explanation about various themes taken up in the 
analyses of railway accidents in the JTSB Digests. 

10 
About the JTSB Digests 
(Analyses of Marine 
Accidents) 

General (High 
school students 
and older), 
maritime 
businesses, etc. 

Explanation about various themes taken up in the 
analyses of marine accidents in the JTSB Digests. 

11 
Trends in the occurrence 
of marine accidents, and 
preventing recurrence 

General (High 
school students 
and older), 
maritime 
businesses, etc. 

Schematic explanations about risks and waters 
where marine accidents frequently occur using the 
J-MARISIS, and explanations about accident 
prevention methods. 

12 
Analysis digests of 
regional offices (marine 
accident-related) [each 

General (High 
school students 
and older), 

Explanations on each topic regarding analysis 
digests from regional offices. 
*Lists can be found by clicking the link below. 
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regional office in 
Hakodate, Sendai, 
Yokohama, Kobe, 
Hiroshima, Moji, Nagasaki, 
and Naha] 
 

maritime 
businesses, etc. 

https://www.mlit.go.jp/jtsb/bunseki-
kankoubutu/localanalysis/localanalysis_new.html 

*No. 12, in principle, is restricted to requests from the areas under the jurisdiction of the local office. 

 
 

Flow chart from application to implementation of lecture 

 

 
 
 
 
11 Activities of the Accident Victim Information Liaison 
Office 
 

The Japan Transport Safety Board gives full consideration to the 
emotions of the victim and their families, as well as bereaved 
families. In addition to providing information on accident 
investigations in an appropriate manner at the appropriate time, a contact point for providing accident 
investigation information to victims, etc. was established in April 2011 with the aim of providing 
attentive response to opinions and feedback. Furthermore, in order to  promote the provision of 
information, the Accident Victim Information Liaison Office was established under the directive of the 
organization in April 2012. Contact points for the provision of information were also set up in local 
offices to provide integral support alongside with Tokyo. 

In 2021, information on accident investigation and other matters was provided to 78 persons, 
including the 17 cases of aircraft/railway/marine accidents. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Select the desired 
lecture from the 
list of outreach
lectures.

Submit an
application by e-
mail or fax

The lecture 
representative 
contacts the 
applicant.

Administrative 
procedures and 
coordination of 
lecture contents 
with the lecture 
representative.

Implementation of 
lecture.

Preparation of materials, 
etc. takes about 1 month 

*When submitting an application 
by fax, please call after 
sending to check that the 
application has been received.  
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The Accident Victim Information Liaison Office hands out "Contact Information Cards" to victims of 
accidents. 

 
The Office receives inquiries and consultation about the accident investigations from victims and 

families of accidents, as well as bereaved families. Please feel free to contact the following where 
necessary. 
 

Contact Information Cards 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Information for Victims 
and their Families 

Japan Transport Safety Board 
Victims and their Families Liaison Office 

(Front) 
Japan Transport Safety Board 

15th Floor YOTSUYA TOWER 
1-6-1 Yotsuya, Shinjuku-ku, 

Tokyo,161-0004Tel: +81-3-5367-5030 
Fax: +81-3-3354-5215 

e-mail: hqt-jtsb-faminfo2021@gxb.mlit.go.jp 
  

Japan Transport Safety Board 
Victims and their Families  

Liaison Office 

Japan Transport Safety Board 
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Information dissemination for preventation 
of collision accident of small vessels 

Accident Prevention Analyst 
 

The Japan Transport Safety Board not only investigates aircraft, railway, and marine accidents 
and incidents and causes of their damage, but also comprehensively analyzes investigation reports 
and data accumulated to date, and recommends various safety measures in the "JTSB Digests." 

Most recently, in October 2021, the JTSB issued the JTSB Digest No. 37, "Toward prevention of 
collision accidents of small vessels - Use Automatic Identification System (AIS) -" for the purpose of 
preventing collision accidents of small vessels and pleasure boats, which have occurred many times. 
In the Digest No. 37 the JTSB summarizes and analyzes actual cases callected from collision 
accident investigations on small vessels and pleasure boats, and recommends points for the 
prevention of collision accidents, e.g., calling for keeping appropriate watch all the time. 

In addition, the JTSB held a questionnaire survey on the effect of the AIS. The digest includes the 
survey responses of vessel owners who use the simplified AIS, e.g., "The AIS makes us feel less 
afraid when other vessels are approaching" and "The AIS is useful for preventing collisions," to call 
for using the AIS to people concerned, and also introduces the situations of the demonstration 
experiments of a function to issue an alert for avoiding a collision using a smart phone application, 
which have been conducted by the Fisheries Agency. 

The JTSB will continuously recommend measures that are useful for preventing accidents in an 
easy-to-understand manner and introduce related activities through issuing the JTSB Digests. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Column 

The JTSB Digest No. 37 The page introducing an 

investigated accident case 


