
Japan Transport Safety Board 

Annual Report 2020 

Contents 

 

JTSB Mission / JTSB Principles 

For Improving Transportation Safety 

 

Major activities in the past year ············································································· 1 

Feature: Accident investigation activities utilizing domestic and international knowledge 

at the Japan Transport Safety Board  ···································································· 4 

 

 

Chapter 1 Summary of recommendations and opinions issued in 2019 ······················· 19 

1. Recommendations ············································································ 20 

2. Opinions ·························································································· 25 

3. Safety Recommendations ··································································· 30 

 

Chapter 2 Summary of major investigation activities in 2019 ······································· 36 

1. Major accidents and serious incidents occured in 2019 for which 

investigations commenced ································································ 36 

2. Major accidents and serious incidents for which investigation reports were 

published in 2019 ············································································ 38 

3. Accidents and serious incidents for which progress reports were published 

in 2019 ·························································································· 40 

 

Chapter 3 Aircraft accident and serious incident investigations ··································· 41 

1. Aircraft accidents and serious incidents to be investigated ······················ 41 

2. Procedure of aircraft accident/serious incident investigation ··················· 43 

3. Statistics of investigations of aircraft accidents and serious incidents ······· 44 

4. Statistics of investigations launched in 2019 ········································ 44 

5. Summaries of aircraft accidents and serious incidents which occurred in 

2019 ····························································································· 45 

6. Publication of investigation reports ····················································· 50 

7. Actions taken in response to recommendations in 2019 ························· 62 

8. Summaries of major aircraft accident and serious incident investigation 

reports (case studies) ······································································ 67 

 

Chapter 4 Railway accident and serious incident investigations ··································· 72 

1. Railway accidents and serious incidents to be investigated ····················· 72 

2. Procedure of railway accident/serious incident investigation ··················· 78 

3. Statistics of investigations of railway accidents and serious incidents ······· 79 



4. Statistics of investigations launched in 2019 ········································ 79 

5. Summaries of railway accidents and serious incidents which occurred in 

2019 ····························································································· 80 

6. Publication of investigation reports ····················································· 83 

7. Actions taken in response to opinions in 2019 (railway accidents and 

serious incident) ············································································· 94 

8. Provision of factual information in 2019 (railway accidents and serious 

incidents) ······················································································· 94 

9. Summaries of major railway accident and serious incident investigation 

reports (case studies)  ··································································· 100 

 

Chapter 5 Marine accident and incident investigations ············································· 107 

1. Marine accidents and incidents to be investigated ······························· 107 

2. Procedure of marine accident/incident investigation ···························· 108 

3. Jurisdiction of the Offices over marine accidents and incidents ·············· 110 

4. Role of the Offices and Committees according to category of accident 

and incident ················································································· 111 

5. Statistics of investigations of marine accidents and incidents ················ 112 

6. Statistics of investigations launched in 2019 ······································ 112 

7. Summaries of serious marine accidents and incidents which occurred in 

2019 ··························································································· 115 

8. Publication of investigation reports ··················································· 118 

9. Actions taken in response to recommendations in 2019 ······················· 134 

10. Provision of factual information in 2019 (marine accidents and incidents) 134 

11. Summaries of major marine accident and incident investigation reports  

(case studies)  ············································································· 153 

 

Chapter 6 Efforts toward accident prevention ························································· 158 

1. Information dissemination for accident prevention  ····························· 158 

2. Issuance of the JTSB Digest ··························································· 159 

3. Issuance of the Analysis Digest Local Office Edition ···························· 160 

4. Issuance of the JTSB Annual Report ················································ 165 

5. Preparation of safety leaflet ···························································· 165 

6. J-MARISIS – Now even easier to use ··············································· 166 

7.  Engine Failure Search System ~ Easy Search with Click ~ ···················· 167 

8. Outreach lectures (dispatch of lecturers to seminars, etc.) ···················· 168 

9. Activities of the Accident Victim Information Liaison Office ···················· 169 

 

Chapter 7 International efforts for accident prevention ············································· 172 

1. Objectives and significance of international cooperation ······················· 172 

2. Efforts of international organizations and JTSB’s contributions ·············· 172 



3. Cooperation and information exchange with foreign accident investigation 

authorities and investigators···························································· 175 

4. Technical cooperation ···································································· 178 

5. Participation in overseas training ····················································· 179 

 

Column 

AIR-meeting 2019 (Aircraft Accident Investigator) ······································· 65 

Analysis of Causes of Train Derailment Accident Due to Gauge Widening 

(Railway Accident Investigator) ······························································· 105 

Looking Back at the Oshima ohashi Bridge Collision Accident (Marine Accident 

Investigator) ························································································ 151 

Efforts to Prevent Marine Accidents in Lake Biwa (Kobe Office) ···················· 163 

Convey!! Voices of Umincyu(Fishery Workers) from Churaumi (Beautiful -sea) 

(Naha Office) ······················································································· 164 

 

 

 

Appendices  

 


