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The basic effects of wake turbulence encounter on a following aeroplane
are induced roll, vertical acceleration (can be negative) and loss or
gain of altitude. The greatest danger is typically the induced roll
that can lead to a loss of control and possible injuries to cabin crew
and passengers.

En-route, the vortices evolves in altitudes at which the rate of decay
leads to a typical persistence of 2-3 minutes, with a typical sink rate
of about 400ft/min. Wakes will also be transported by wind.
Considering the high operating air speeds in cruise and the standard
1000 ft vertical separation in RVSM® airspace, wake can be encountered
up to 25 nautical miles (NM) behind the generating aeroplane. The most

significant encounters are reported within a distance of 15 NM.
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