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BEAUFORT WIND SCALE WITH CORRESPONDING SEA STATE CODES

Wind Sea State
Beaufort Wind Torm and
Velocily o o rintio Sea State Description Height of  Condition
Number piion Number
{Knots) Waves (Feet)
o Less thand Calm Bag surace smoodh and mirmor-lkse Calm, glassy
a
1 13 Light Air | Scaly ripples, no foam crests n
2 4-5 Light Breeze | Small wavelsts, crests glasey. no breaking Caim, rippled i
0-k3
3 7-10 Gentle Breezs | Largs wavelsts, crests begin 1o break. scattersd Smooth, wavelsts 2
whitecaps 0.3
4 1146 Moderate Small waves, becoming longer, numsrous whitecaps Shght q
Brears 1-4
5 17-21 Frash Breeze | Moderate waves, taking longer form, many whidscaps, Moderate 4
SOMe spray 48
8 22-2T Strong Breezs | Larger waves, whitecaps common, mone spray Rough 5
B-13
T 28-33 Mear Gale Sea heaps up, white foam streaks off breakers
B 34-40 Gals WModerately high, waves of greater length, edges of crests Vary rough B
begin to break into spindnft, foam blown in streaks 13-20
& 4147 Stromg Gale | High waves. sea bagins o roll, denss streaks of foam,
spray may reduce visibility
10 48-55 Storm Very high wawes, with overhanging creets, ssa whits with High 7
denesdy biown foam, heavy rofing, lowered visibility 2030
i 5663 Violent Storm | Exceptionally high wawes, foam patches cover sea, Vary high a
wvisibility more reduced 3045
12 64 and over | Hurricane Air filled with foam, ssa completaly white with driving Phenomenal q
spray, visibility greatly reduced 45 and over

Figure 8-1. Beautort wind scale.
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