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The YOKOHAMA DECLARATION

“Maritime Education and Training”

The participants in the World Maritime Day parallel event which took place in Tokyo on 20 July and in Yokohama
on 21 July 2015, at the invitation of the Government of Japan, this year’s theme being “Maritime Education and

Training”:

RECALLING THAT the 2015 IMO World Maritime Day parallel event, held in conjunction with the 20
anniversary of the ‘Marine Day’ which the Japanese Government had designated a national holiday to appreciate

and celebrate the benefit the ocean brings to humankind,

CONSCIOUS OF the exploration of unconventional navigational routes in the frontier such as the Polar Regions,
the expansion and facilitation of existing routes such as the Panama Canal and the Suez Canal, the increase of
demand of transport of energy resources both in volume and its diversity, represented by the transport of

Liquefied Natural Gases (LNGs), and the forecasted increase in demand for shipping overall in the coming years,

NOTING that the 1978 STCW Convention and Code, as amended, has set the international benchmark for the
training and education of seafarers and that the skill and competence of seafarers, and shoreside personnel, can

only be adequately underpinned, updated and maintained through effective maritime education and training,

NOTING FURTHER that with the increase in demand for shipping and seafarers, there will be a corresponding
increase in demand for those in affiliated disciplines, including marine engineering, naval architecture and

maritime law,

MINDFUL THAT a quality labor force that is motivated, trained and skilled to the appropriate international
standards is indispensable not only to the safety and security of life at sea and the protection of the marine

environment but also the continued prosperity of the maritime industry and international community,

RECOGNIZING that fostering an appreciation of the benefits that the ocean and shipping bring to humankind
and promoting the connection to the ocean that is shared by all people, in particular future generations, are crucial
in maintaining sustainability of the ocean and can also create incentives to encourage motivated, talented youth to

pursue a career at sea,

DECLARE that, in order to ensure that the skills and competence of seafarers, and shoreside personnel, are
adequately underpinned, updated and maintained through effective maritime education and training, the

following actions, among others, should be promoted and developed:



1. further enhance maritime education and training so that highly qualified personnel, including both
seafarers and shoreside personnel, who meet standards required for more sophisticated and technically
complex vessels, are available in sufficient numbers to the shipping and other maritime related

industries,

2. focus IMO technical and legislative cooperation for developing countries with a view to strengthening
capacity to effectively and efficiently implement IMO Conventions, particularly those relating to the

human element,

3. further promote maritime education in the global education institutes such as the World Maritime
University (WMU) and International Maritime Law Institute (IMLI), and further strengthen necessary
cooperation between all maritime educational institutions through the activities of the International

Association of Maritime Universities (IAMU),

4. encourage holistic, multi-disciplinary education and training, encompassing, among other things, legal,
administrative, industrial and technical knowledge, and further enhance the quality and expand the
scope of education and training in these disciplines, such as human resources capacity building by
WMU, IMLI and the UN DOALOS fellowship program in collaboration with The Nippon Foundation,
so as to provide human resources to meet the demands of shipping and other ocean related industries,
whose activities are now becoming more diversified and more sophisticated and also provide human
resources who can address broader maritime issues and challenges in the protection of the marine

environment,

5. enhance the awareness of all relevant stakeholders of the need for additional well trained and educated
personnel in the marine industries to enable greater public, political and financial support for maritime
education and training, and further elevate consciousness among the general public of ocean issues, with
a particular emphasis on future generations, through the use of all available tools and mechanisms to
these ends, including, among others, community activities and school curricula focusing on the ocean
issues (‘Ocean education’), greater awareness of maritime heritage and the scheme of IMO Maritime

Ambassadors,

6. encourage all nations that have not done so to designate a special day to raise consciousness about the
ocean, celebrate maritime heritage and recall and appreciate the benefit the ocean provides to

humankind.

The participants in the World Maritime Day parallel event held in Japan on 20 and 21 July 2015 request the IMO
Secretary-General to bring the spirit and content of this declaration to the attention of all IMO Member States.
Yokohama,
Japan
21st July 2015
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