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Chief Chibaluma says local

MALL-SCALE
grain traders have
flocked to Mumbwa
district and are
buying maize from
" small-scale farmers
a.relatively higher price
because of the delay by the Food

and foreign traders are buying.

a 30 kilogramme bag of maize
at K115 compared to K85 being
offered by FRA.

He said in an interview on
Sunday that most farmers are in
a hurry to sell their produce 1o
raise funds to buy inputs for the
2016/2017 farming season.

Chief Chibaluma said the 12.5
percent maize moisture content
requirement by FRA is another
factor that is forcing farmers to
sell their produce to other buyers.

“Those people you are seeing

are briefcase buyers because
farmers are in a hurry to raise
funds for the next farming season
and they also need money to feed
their families,

*“So, let FRA be committed to
the marketing exercise,” he said.

The traditional leader urged
FRA to be proactive and begin
buying maize in the area to
secure national food security.

Chief Chibaluma appealed to
the agency to ensure it timely
pays farmers who will sell their
grain to the State,

: . 4
[ Farmers are 1n a hurry to sell their g

‘f Solwezi-ahingola road

| construction cheers State

| EUTTYSON KANDIMBA

IV

GOVERNMENT says it
is happy with construction

works on |ots two and three of

the 168 kilometre stretch of
| the Solwezi-Chingola road.
North-Western Pravince
permanent secretary Ephraim
Mateyo said in an interview
| vesterday that he 1s impressed
| with the'workmanship by the
| contractors:
| Mr Mateyo is. however.
| not happy, with the Chiriese
coniractory China ‘Geo
| Corporation (CGQ); working
|on lof one of the project.
| ‘He''said he will in the

course of this week summon
the contractor working on
the stretch from Solwezi
to St Dorothy and urge the
company to speed up the
works on the project.

Mr Mateyo has observed
that the deviation the
contractor working on lot
one has done is in a bad
state and must be worked
on immediately to case the
movement of people.

"Why-1 want to call the
contractor is for them to grade
the deviation especially from
the police checkpoint going
towards Chingola because
the stretch is very bad, but
from Chingola coming to

this direction to Solwezi, the
works are quite good and ] am
happy with the contractors,”
he said.

Mr Mateyo said the
govermment is committed to
completing the construction
of the Solwezi-Chingola
road.

Government has split
the works in three lots and
engaged three contractors to
work on the 168 kilometre
stretch of the Solwezi-
Chingola road at a cost of

* about K1 billion.

President Lungu
commissioned the works for
the reconstruction of the road
in June last year.
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L | the country could experience a shortage of 000 at Some puui.

He further said he was hoping that Government would embark on the construction

of various developmental projects after the elections.
He said he was expectant that various developmen

tal projects which had stalled

would now be completed by the Government across Zambia.
Chief Mpezeni said the Chipata-Vubwi-Chadiza Road and other developmental
projects must be funded by the Government in order to be completed.

- HAACH1LU
MOREthan 70 Ethiopians
have been deported by the
Immigration Department
in Lusaka for various
offences including illegal

removed. from
last weekenag
with two T¢
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4 GOVERNMENT has
{ awarded a contract
{to work on the
Mpongwe-Machiya
4 Road at the cost of
K300 million to China
4 Civil Engineering
4Construction
§ Corporation and
{ Nakangeya.

{ The two companies
{ have since moved on
{ site to start the works.
{ Mpongwe District
4 Commissioner (DC
4 Keith Maila sai

{the contractors
{Jwere already on
{site mobilising
{the equipment to
Jcommence the
{ construction works.

{1 Mr Maila said the
{4 actual works would
| commencenextmonth

wsk 24 2006 P, 4

Govt awards
Mpongwe-Machiya
Road works
contract

complete mobilising
equipment.

He said in an
interview that works on
the Mpongwe-Machiya
Road would boost the
economy and also help
farmers transport their
commodities without
difficulties.

“Government has
awarded the contractto
China Civil Engineering
Construction
Corporation and
Nakangeya to
commence the
construction of the

Mpongwe-Machiya
Road. The contractors
are already on site

mobilising the
equipment.
“You know that

Mpongwe has a lot of
commercial farmers
and once this road is
worked on, it will help
them transport their
commaodities without
any difficulties,” he said.

Mr Maila said
Mpongwe had a lot
of commercial and
peasant farmers who
use the road and that

once the road was |
worked on, it would
boost the economy
and ease the cost
of transporting the
goods.

He said for a long
time now, Mpongwe-
Machiya Road despite
being a major road
for farmers had not
been worked on until
now that Government
decided to work on it.

Mr Maila said the
road was also a link
between the farmers
and the market'where
they sell their produce.

He said many
residents had |
complained about the
state of the Mpongwe-
Machiya Road and
that once worked
on, the development
would cheer many
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 wishes to congratulate His Excellency
_'-PrESident#Elect Edgar Chagwa Lungu
' forhisre-election
 asthePresident of the
. Republicof Zambla
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