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Saudis need

3 million new
homes by 2025,
says ministry

BY IBRAHIM SHIHAB
OKAZ/SAUDI GAZETTE

JEDDAH — The Housing Minis-
try has said the Kingdom will need
of 3 million housing units by 2025
but real estate agents argue that
the country’s growing population,
which is set to cross 37 million in
10 years, will require mere housing
units than what the ministry has
W i

Hussein Al-Zahrani, director
general of the ministry’s office in
Makkah province, reiterated the
ministry’s estimate of 3 million,
adding that the Kingdom would
reqire 330,000 new huusmg umts

Spealdng to Okaz/Saudi Ga-
zette, he said the ministry has 95
projects under designing phase, 25
under awarding stage, and 67 un-
der implementation. “This means
the ministry has 187 projects with a
total of 233,651 housing units.”

Al-Zahrani emphasized the
need to support the Real Estate
Development Fund with addition-
al funds to provide more housing
loans to citizens. “This is the best
solution for the housing problem.”

He said the implementation
of housing projects by the min-
isiry would take time as it has to
obtain suitable land and carry out
projects before distributing them

deserwng citizens. He criti-
cized Saudi engineers for not play-
ing a significant role to resolve the
housing problem and said housing
units constructed by local compa-
nies were of a poor quality.

The Saudi Engineering Coun-
cil acknowledged the complexity
of the problem. "The issue is not
with engineering but with finance,”
said Ghazi Al-Abbasi, the council's
former secretary-general. He said
citizens prefer to purchase villas
but would not be able to do se be-
cause of financial constraints.

Al-Abbasi called for trans-
forming the ministry into a regula-
tor and planner. “The mix of roles
has complicated the ministry's
mission," he added.

According to him, the council’s
role is limited to organizing the
profession. “We don't provide any
engineering service. The design
and construction of housing units
are the work of contractors,” he
said while praising the media for
highlighting the housing issue.



